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ABSTRACT

Africa’s persistent conflicts and widespread impunity often perpetuated by Western-backed regimes
have created deep political and socio-economic instability across the continent. These unresolved
issues are rooted in neo-imperialistic practices, where Western powers exert influence over African
leaders and resources, fostering corruption, inequality, and a lack of accountability. As a result, many
African nations are reevaluating their global partnerships. This paper explores how these dynamics
are catalyzing a shift toward the BRICS+ alliance, which offers an alternative framework for
development, cooperation, and political autonomy. Through a structured literature review, it
highlights how African countries are increasingly drawn to BRICS+ due to its emphasis on mutual
respect, collective bargaining, and independence from Western-dominated institutions like the IMF
and World Bank. The BRICS+ bloc presents opportunities for African nations to engage in equitable
trade, infrastructure development, and technological innovation particularly in sectors like renewable
energy and biotech. The rise of tech-driven economies and the desire for self-determined growth are
motivating African leaders to seek partnerships that prioritize justice, transparency, and sustainable
development. Ultimately, the unresolved conflicts and impunity in Africa are not just internal
challenges, they are catalysts for a broader geopolitical realignment, as African countries turn toward
BRICS+ to reclaim agency and reshape their futures.
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1. INTRODUCTION

The world is shifting towards a multipolar structure, where no single country or bloc dominates global

affairs. In the Global South, the emergence of the BRICS+ group reflects this shift, allowing African countries
to contribute to the process of a more balanced global power distribution. This paper explores the
complexities, causes, and consequences of unsolved conflicts and impunity in Africa as shifting political and
socio-economic partnership trends from the western countries to the BRICS+ Alliance. Matters of unsolved
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and persistent conflicts, impunity, and injustices wounding the Africa continent are phenomenon
characterizing the dominance and neo-imperialism power exerted by the western countries to control African
leaders and resources (Dadashova, 2024; Dunn, 2023; Jain, 2021). The disregard and unawareness behavior
from western powers, which are fueling an unlimited wave of political instability and socio-economic crises in
Africa, have created an unquenchable and revolting sensation from emerging new generation of African
leaders and communities to see the current world trends with a different or revolutionary perspective.
Currently, there is a progressive attraction of Global South countries to join the BRICS+ group, which
presents a developmental counterbalance opportunity to the Western countries (Khanduri, 2025; Merino and
Tianjiao, 2025). For instance, BRICS+ intends to create a platform for collective bargaining on the global
stage. Countries within BRICS+ and those that are willing to join the group prefer an alternative to form a
coalition, where they can freely create their own frameworks for political stability, socio-economic
development, finance and cooperation development, then remain dependent by Western-dominated
institutions like the IMF and World Bank.

The key motives boosting the countries in the Global South to join the BRICS+ group is mostly
linked with unsolved conflicts, injustices and impunity that occur as a crucial contributor to several political
instabilities experienced by African countries (Gu et al., 2022; Brosig, 2019). African tyrant leaders,
individuals and groups are politically and economically backed and influenced by the Western countries to act
without accountability and transparency for personal private gain. For instance, impunity linked to the lack of
accountability has created situations of power imbalances, a sustained culture of corruption and socio-
economic inequalities in the continent (Thelma et al., 2024; Muhammad et al., 2023). This phenomenon is
creating ground for a reconfiguration of political and economic partnership, as African countries seek to assert
their influence and protect their interests. Consequently, African countries are showing interest to develop
increased partnership with the BRICS+ countries in various areas, including trade and infrastructures
investment opportunities, capitalizing on emerging markets’ growth potential and expand their diplomatic
partnership with the Global South (Mokgopha and Shambare, 2025; Morozkina and Skryabina, 2021). In
addition, the rise of technology-driven economies is among the vital interests leading African countries to
joining BRICS+ with expectation to foster innovative partnerships in sectors such as information technology,
renewable energy, and biotech (Nwokolo et al., 2023; Wakunuma et al., 2021).

2. BACKGROUND OF IMPUNITY, INJUSTICES AND CONFLICTS IN AFRICA

According to Dubray (2024) and Folger et al. (2024), impunity is a situation where individuals or
groups responsible for human rights violations, war crimes, and other atrocities are not held accountable or
punished for their actions; while conflicts, on the other hand, can be understood as situations where two or
more parties engage in violent or aggressive behavior, often with a political, social, or economic goal.
Impunity and conflicts have been a pervasive phenomenon in the world, leading to devastating consequences
for individuals, communities, and societies. Impunity and injustice, particularly in the context of African
socio-economic exploitation by Western countries, can be understood through several interconnected
dimensions. According to Flores et al. (2021) and Le Clercq and Rodriguez (2021), impunity implies the lack
of accountability for actions that violate rights or cause harm. In the context of African socio-economic
exploitation, impunity can manifest as Western corporations and governments operating without facing
consequences for unethical practices, such as environmental degradation, labor exploitation, and resource
extraction that undermines local economies. The historical context of colonialism contributes to contemporary
impunity. Alaye and Fakoya (2024) stated that the remnants of colonial power dynamics are a continued
disregard for African sovereignty, allowing Western powers to exploit resources with little regard for the local
population's rights or welfare (Chikerema and Chakunda, 2025). This shows that in Africa, impunity arises
from weak legal systems or political structures that are insufficient to hold foreign entities accountable. This
situation is exacerbated by corruption or collusion between local elites and foreign businesses, effectively
shielding these actors from scrutiny. The injustice perprated by Western countries in Africa can be categorized
in terms of economic disparities or inequalities; social inequalities; disregard for rights; and cultural erosion
(Prince et al., 2023).

Injustice in the context of economic disparities often manifests through stark economic disparities.
Western exploitation of African resources has led to wealth accumulation in the West while perpetuating
poverty and inequality in African countries (Mireille et al., 2024; Dorasamy and Kikasu, 2024). The injustices
are reflected in how profits are repatriated to the West, leaving local communities with little benefit. The
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injustice of economic disparities has contributed to social inequalities. According to Hope (2025a) and
Nghiishililwa (2021), socio-economic exploitation often exacerbates social inequalities within African
societies. Marginalized communities are bearing the brunt of environmental destruction or labor exploitation,
while the benefits of resource extraction accrue to a small elite, often aligned with foreign interests.
Considering the description of impunity and injustice in Africa, there is way to acknowledge that there is a
critical injustice and disregard for rights on the continent. Injustices in Africa include violations of human
rights, where individuals and communities suffer from displacement, repression, or exploitation (Seatzu,
2024; Konese, 2021). This aligns with paradoxical development narratives where foreign investments lead to
social and environmental harm rather than sustainable development. In addition, Western injustices in Africa
has contributed to culture erosion. According to Hope (2025b) and Serbaji (2021), socio-economic
exploitation can also be seen as an injustice that leads to cultural erosion. As Western interests reshape local
economies and societies, traditional practices and ways of life have been undermined or lost altogether,
contributing to a broader sense of injustice. As a result, impunity and injustice in the context of African socio-
economic exploitation by Western countries highlight the dynamics of power, accountability, and ethical
responsibility. These concepts emphasize the need for a critical examination of past and present practices that
uphold exploitation while advocating for more equitable and just relationships moving forward.

3. MATERIALS AND METHODS

3.1. Methods

In this paper, the Structured Literature Review (SLR) was rigorously and methodically applied as an approach
to synthesizing existing work of research, and it was particularly valuable in examining complex and
multifaceted issues like impunity and unresolved conflicts in Africa. According to Cabrera and Cabrera (2023)
and Paul et al., (2021), a SLR is a systematic and methodical approach to identifying, evaluating, and
synthesizing existing research on a specific topic or research question. Unlike traditional literature reviews, a
SLR follows a clearly defined protocol that includes setting inclusion and exclusion criteria, selecting
databases, and using standardized procedures for data extraction and analysis (Mohamed Shaffril et al., 2021).
This approach enhances transparency, replicability, and objectivity, making it especially valuable in fields like
social sciences, and policy research. By rigorously analyzing existing studies on impunity and conflict in
Africa, SLRs helped identify the root causes of impunity and conflict in the continent, as well as evidence of
case studies necessary to inform future investigations and decision-making processes. In the context of this
paper the SLR assisted by clearly exploring the research questions, such as:

= How has impunity has been perpetuating conflict in Africa?

=  How do power dynamics influence the likelihood of impunity and major conflicts in Africa?

= What are the underlying structural factors that contribute to impunity and major conflicts in Africa?

= How do human rights violations serve as a catalyst for further violence in Africa?

= What socio-political dynamics sustain unresolved tensions, and how these factors influence Africa’s
shifting alliances.

= What are the most effective strategies for addressing impunity and preventing major conflicts in the
continent?

These research questions were examined via a systematic review of literature, which assisted in
establishing inclusion and exclusion criteria for selecting academic articles, policy papers, and credible
reports, ensuring that only relevant and high-quality sources are analyzed. This systematic process helped
eliminate bias and provided a comprehensive understanding of the topic under study. The SLR has allowed to
categorize findings into thematic areas such as historical roots of impunity, the role of international justice
mechanisms, the influence of Western interventions, and the emergence of alternative geopolitical
partnerships like BRICS+. By organizing the literature this way, the review assisted to trace patterns and
contradictions in how Western countries have historically engaged with African conflicts, often prioritizing
strategic interests over justice or stability. This thematic synthesis was also essential to highlight the growing
disillusionment among African nations with Western-led institutions, which often failed to address the root
causes of conflict or hold perpetrators accountable. Finally, the SLR was helpful to explore how these
dynamics are catalyzing a geopolitical shift toward the BRICS+ alliance. The literature reveals that African
countries are increasingly drawn to BRICS+ due to its emphasis on multipolarity, non-interference, and
economic cooperation without conditionalities. This shift is not merely economic but also ideological,
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reflecting a desire for new partnerships that respect sovereignty and offer alternative development models.
The structured review assisted to establish a comprehensive analytical framework for understanding how
unresolved conflicts and entrenched impunity transcend domestic African concerns, actively influencing the
continent’s evolving geopolitical alignments.

3.2. Materials
3.2.1. Conceptual and theoretical frameworks aligned to impunity and unsolved conflicts in Africa

To address impunity and unresolved conflicts in Africa, a range of conceptual and theoretical
frameworks offered valuable insights. Conflict Transformation Theory emphasizes deep-rooted change in
relationships, structures, and narratives, moving beyond mere resolution to long-term peacebuilding
(Milojevi¢, 2024). Theories of Power explore how unequal power dynamics sustain impunity and conflict,
highlighting the need to redistribute authority and empower marginalized groups (Levin and Levine, 2024).
Social Identity Theory explains how group affiliations can fuel division and violence, suggesting
reconciliation efforts must address identity-based grievances (Jumaa, 2022). Psychological Perspectives delve
into trauma, memory, and collective healing, essential for post-conflict recovery (Ocran, 2023). Institutional
Theory focuses on the role of weak or corrupt institutions in perpetuating impunity, advocating for reforms
that strengthen accountability and governance (Irfan et al., 2025). Neoliberalism, often critiqued for
prioritizing market solutions over social justice, is relevant in examining how economic policies may
exacerbate inequality and conflict (Suleiman, 2025). Postcolonial Theory interrogates the lingering effects of
colonialism on African political and social systems, urging decolonized approaches to justice and peace
(Sesay, 2022). Lastly, Feminist Theory brings attention to gendered dimensions of conflict and impunity,
advocating for inclusive frameworks that recognize women's experiences and leadership in peace processes
(Leatherman, 2024; Ronderos, 2024).

Together, these frameworks provide a multidimensional lens for understanding and addressing the
complex roots of impunity and conflict across various world regions, including the African continent. This
paper focused on Institutional Theory and Theories of Power discussing the impunity and unsolved conflicts
in Africa that have created fertile grounds for shifting political and economic trends from the western
countries to the BRICS+ coalition. Therefore, applying Institutional Theory and Theories of Power was
essential when analyzing impunity and unresolved conflicts in Africa, particularly in the context of shifting
political and economic trends from Western countries to the BRICS+ alliance. Institutional Theory helped
unpack how formal and informal institutions, such as legal systems, governance structures, and political
norms either enable or fail to prevent impunity (Irfan et al., 2025). In line with impunity and unresolved in the
continent, the use of Institutional Theory allowed to understand that in many African states, weak institutions
lack the capacity or will to hold perpetrators accountable, often due to entrenched corruption, patronage
networks, or external pressures (Egobueze, 2025). These institutional failures not only perpetuate conflict but
also erode public trust and legitimacy, creating fertile ground for alternative alliances that promise more
equitable and less interventionist partnerships.

As BRICS+ positions itself as a counterbalance to Western dominance, African nations may view it as
a more favorable platform for institutional reform and sovereignty preservation. On the other hand, Theories
of Power further illuminated how global and domestic power dynamics shape responses to conflict and
impunity. It assisted to understand how Western countries have historically exerted significant influence over
African political and economic systems through aid, military interventions, and conditional diplomacy, often
reinforcing elite control and sidelining grassroots movements. According to van Dijk et al., (2023), this power
asymmetry has contributed to selective justice and prolonged instability. In contrast, BRICS+ offers a model
of multipolar engagement, where power is more distributed and less tied to historical hierarchies. By
analyzing how power operates, who holds it, how it's used, and to what ends, African states can better
comprehend the strategic appeal of shifting alliances. This theoretical lens reveals that the move toward
BRICS+ is not merely economic but deeply rooted in a desire to reclaim agency, challenge impunity, and
foster more balanced global partnerships. Figure 1 illustrates the key components and theoretical frameworks
aligned to the analysis of impunity and unsolved conflicts in Africa.
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Figure 1. The Key Components and Theoretical Framework: Impunity and Major Conflicts
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Figure 1 shows the key components and theoretical framework related to impunity and major conflicts
affecting world regions. It makes one understand that impunity is a key driver of major conflicts, as it creates
an environment where violence and human rights abuse are more likely to occur. Therefore, power dynamics
play a significant role in shaping the likelihood of impunity and major conflicts, as those with more power are
more likely to be able to act with impunity. The structural factors such as inequality, corruption, and
institutional weaknesses contribute to impunity and major conflicts by creating an environment conducive to
abuse. In addition, human rights violations are a key indicator of impunity and major conflicts, as they often
serve as a catalyst for further violence. More of the key issues related to impunity and conflicts in Africa are
discussed further below.

3.2.2. Historical roots of impunity in Africa: The role of international justice mechanisms, the
influence of Western interventions, and the emergence of alternative geopolitical partnerships
like BRICS+

Impunity remains a pervasive and deeply rooted issue globally, with particular intensity in Africa,
where historical legacies and contemporary governance challenges interact. Many African states continue to
contend with fragile judicial institutions, politicized legal frameworks, and inadequate accountability
mechanisms. The colonial origins of this justice systems often modeled on European legal traditions have
engendered a legacy of formalism and detachment from indigenous socio-cultural contexts (Adjolohoun,
2024). This disconnect has contributed to a justice deficit, enabling both state and non-state actors to
perpetrate human rights violations with minimal risk of prosecution. A significant factor perpetuating
impunity is the reluctance or incapacity of governments to enforce legal norms against powerful elites,
thereby reinforcing a culture of unaccountability (Mbaku, 2019). International justice institutions, notably the
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International Criminal Court (ICC), have sought to address impunity, particularly in cases involving genocide,
war crimes and crimes against humanity. However, their credibility has been challenged by allegations of bias
and selective prosecution, especially in relation to African leaders. While several African leaders have been
prosecuted, critics argue that the ICC disproportionately targets African states, raising concerns about
selective justice and neocolonial bias. This perception has eroded the legitimacy of international justice in the
eyes of many Africans and has been exploited by some governments to deflect accountability.

The inconsistent enforcement of ICC mandates and the political nature of case referrals have further
diminished its capacity to effectively combat impunity. These criticisms have undermined the perceived
impartiality of such mechanisms and weakened their overall effectiveness. Initiatives such as the
Responsibility to Protect (R2P) and advocacy efforts led by civil society organizations have increased
pressure for accountability. Nonetheless, these efforts often encounter resistance from governments concerned
about sovereignty and external interference (FIDH, 2024; Mbaku, 2019). Western interventions, while
frequently framed as efforts to uphold human rights, have also been criticized for serving geopolitical interests
under the guise of justice, thereby complicating the legitimacy of international mechanisms (Abbas and Ali,
2025). Across various regions, including Africa, the absence of accountability and the prevalence of impunity
for grave human rights violations, particularly those constituting crimes under international law have been
identified as catalysts for recurrent conflict, cycles of violence, and widespread institutional distrust (Flores et
al., 2021). This illustrates that the historical underpinnings of impunity in Africa are closely tied to the
continent’s colonial experience. During colonial rule, European powers often governed through authoritarian
structures that prioritized control over justice. Indigenous systems of accountability were systematically
dismantled or marginalized, and colonial administrators were seldom held accountable for abuses (Tsosie,
2023). This established a precedent wherein power operated above the law and justice was selectively applied.
Following independence, many African states inherited these centralized and opaque systems, which have
continued to facilitate impunity, particularly among political elites and security apparatuses. Western powers
have played a complex and often contradictory role in shaping impunity in Africa. While promoting
democratization and human rights initiatives, they have also supported authoritarian regimes for strategic or
economic reasons. During the Cold War, for example, both the United States and the Soviet Union backed
African dictators aligned with their respective interests, frequently overlooking human rights violations
(Brown, 2024). In more recent years, Western nations have prioritized stability and counterterrorism over
accountability, offering military aid and diplomatic support to regimes implicated in serious abuses. This
inconsistency has fostered a perception that justice is subordinate to geopolitical considerations. In response to
these dynamics, African states have increasingly pursued alternative geopolitical partnerships, notably through
platforms such as BRICS and BRICS+.

These alliances offer economic and political cooperation without the conditionalities typically
imposed by Western donors. Countries such as China and Russia emphasize non-interference in domestic
affairs, a stance that appeals to governments wary of external scrutiny (Piovesan, 2024). While this shift
affords African states greater agency, it also risks entrenching impunity if accountability mechanisms are
sidelined in favor of strategic and economic interests. Regional efforts to combat impunity have emerged,
including the African Court on Human and Peoples’ Rights and the African Union’s transitional justice
initiatives (Bienczyk-Missala, 2021). These mechanisms aim to provide justice frameworks that are more
culturally resonant and politically acceptable. However, they face significant obstacles, including limited
financial resources, political interference, and weak enforcement capabilities. However, strengthening these
institutions is essential for establishing a sustainable justice architecture that reflects African realities and
reduces dependence on external actors. Ultimately, addressing impunity in Africa necessitates a
comprehensive approach that integrates robust domestic institutions, credible regional mechanisms, and
equitable international justice systems (Plagbe, 2023). It also requires a transformation in political culture, one
that prioritizes transparency, accountability, and adherence to the rule of law. As Africa navigates evolving
geopolitical landscapes, the imperative will be to ensure that emerging partnerships and development
strategies do not compromise the pursuit of justice and the protection of human rights. Some case studies of
impunity in Africa in relation to the ICC are examined further below.

. Case Study 1: Kenya and the ICC

Kenya’s post-election violence in 2007-2008, which left over 1,000 people dead and displaced hundreds of
thousands, prompted international scrutiny. The International Criminal Court (ICC) intervened, indicting
several high-profile figures, including Uhuru Kenyatta and William Ruto. However, the cases collapsed due to
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alleged witness intimidation and lack of cooperation from the Kenyan government. This episode highlighted
the limitations of international justice mechanisms when confronted with strong national resistance and
political maneuvering. It also fueled African skepticism toward the ICC, with many leaders accusing it of bias
against the continent (Kiruri,a 2015.).

= Case Study 2: Sudan and Omar al-Bashir

Sudan presents another emblematic case. Former President Omar al-Bashir was indicted by the ICC
for war crimes and genocide in Darfur. Despite the warrant, he traveled freely across several African and
BRICS countries, including South Africa, without arrest. This defiance underscored the challenges of
enforcing international justice in the face of political solidarity and strategic alliances. It also revealed the
tension between national sovereignty and international legal obligations, especially when regional blocs or
alternative partnerships prioritize stability and diplomacy over accountability (ICC 2009-2010).

= Impact of BRICS+ on Justice in Africa

The expansion of BRICS into BRICS+, including countries like Egypt, Ethiopia, and Iran has
introduced new dynamics into Africa’s justice landscape. BRICS+ promotes South-South cooperation and
emphasizes non-interference in domestic affairs, which appeals to many African governments wary of
Western conditionalities. However, this stance often deprioritizes human rights and democratic accountability.
According to recent studies, BRICS countries tend to focus on economic and strategic interests in Africa, with
human rights concerns ranking low (Bamidele, 2025; Khalifa & Fathy, 2024). While BRICS+ offers African
nations more geopolitical leverage and alternatives to Western aid, it also risks entrenching impunity. The
bloc’s reluctance to pressure member states on human rights issues can embolden authoritarian tendencies. On
the other hand, BRICS+ could support regional justice mechanisms like the African Court on Human and
Peoples’ Rights by providing funding and legitimacy, if member states choose to prioritize justice as part of
their development agenda. Looking ahead, the emergence of alternative geopolitical partnerships like BRICS+
presents both opportunities and risks for justice in Africa. These alliances may offer African states greater
autonomy and resources to reform their justice systems without Western conditionalities. However, they could
also reinforce impunity if member states prioritize strategic interests over human rights accountability.

Considering the above discussion, fighting against impunity for international crimes and promoting
international justice is therefore essential to uphold human rights and the rule of law and build sustainable
peace. Based on its expertise and experience documenting serious human rights violations, providing legal
support to victims, reinforcing the capacities of civil society organizations and facilitating exchanges of
experience, and defending a holistic, victim-centred, trauma-informed, intersectional approach to justice and
accountability, FIDH pursues to restore the rights of victims of serious human rights violations; support the
establishment, and the strengthening of more effective and meaningful accountability mechanisms at national,
regional and international levels; and to enhance commitments of decision makers to justice and
accountability (Upton, 2024). The interplay between international justice, Western interventions, and
emerging partnerships like BRICS+ reveals a complex landscape. While international mechanisms like the
ICC have made strides, their effectiveness is often undermined by political resistance and selective
enforcement. BRICS+ offers new opportunities for African agency but also presents risks if justice is
sidelined in favor of strategic interests. Strengthening domestic and regional institutions remains essential to
counter impunity and ensure accountability.

Accordingly, the future of justice in Africa will depend on the continent’s ability to balance
international cooperation with domestic reform, strengthening democratic institutions, empowering civil
society, and fostering a culture of accountability that transcends political expediency.

3.2.3. Tracing patterns and contradictions in how Western countries have historically engaged with
African conflicts, often prioritizing strategic interests over justice or stability.

Western engagement with African conflicts has historically been shaped more by strategic interests
than by a consistent commitment to justice or stability. During the colonial and Cold War eras, Western
powers often supported authoritarian regimes that aligned with their geopolitical goals, regardless of their
human rights records (Watson, 2021). For instance, both the United States and the Soviet Union backed
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various African leaders who promised ideological loyalty, even when these regimes were implicated in
widespread violence and repression (Rwodzi, 2025). This pattern established a precedent where Western
involvement was less about promoting peace or democratic governance and more about securing influence
and access to resources. Contradictions in Western policy became especially evident during post-Cold War
interventions. While Western nations increasingly framed their involvement in African conflicts as
humanitarian or peacekeeping efforts, these actions often coincided with strategic interests. Interventions in
countries like Libya in 2011 were justified on humanitarian grounds but were also driven by concerns over
regional stability and energy security, raising questions about the true motivations behind such actions (Bentil,
2024).

Moreover, Western countries have frequently prioritized short-term stability over long-term justice.
This has led to support for transitional governments or peace agreements that include warlords or perpetrators
of violence, under the rationale of avoiding further conflict. While such arrangements may temporarily halt
violence, they often entrench impunity and undermine efforts to build accountable institutions. The tendency
to overlook justice in favour of expedient political solutions reflects a broader contradiction in Western
engagement where the rhetoric of human rights and democracy is not always matched by practice. In recent
years, African nations have grown increasingly sceptical of Western involvement, viewing it as inconsistent
and self-serving (Lopes, 2024). This has prompted a shift toward alternative partnerships, such as with China
and Russia, which offer economic and military support without the conditionalities tied to governance
reforms. While this realignment provides African states with greater autonomy, it also risks reinforcing
impunity if strategic interests continue to outweigh accountability. Eventually, tracing these patterns reveals a
persistent tension in Western engagement with Africa: the struggle to reconcile strategic imperatives with the
ethical demands of justice and human rights. For instance, two specific examples of Western engagement in
African conflicts, illustrating how strategic interests have often taken precedence over justice or stability,
along with the implications for African governance are presented below:

1. Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC)

Throughout the Congo Wars (1996-2025), the international community, particularly Western powers,
demonstrated a troubling pattern of disengagement despite the staggering human toll. While humanitarian aid
and limited peacekeeping missions were deployed, these efforts were often reactive and insufficient to address
the systemic issues fuelling the conflict. The wars were deeply intertwined with the global demand for
minerals such as coltan, gold, and tantalum resources essential for electronics and other industries (Cuvelier,
2023; Vogel, 2022). Western corporations, knowingly or not, became complicit by sourcing these conflict
minerals, indirectly financing armed groups and perpetuating violence. This dynamic created a paradox where
the same entities advocating for peace and human rights were economically entangled in the very instability
they condemned. The Democratic Republic of Congo’s prolonged crisis highlights how economic interests
can undermine genuine efforts toward peacebuilding and governance reform. The lucrative mining sector
attracted not only foreign corporations but also local elites who profited from the chaos, fostering a culture of
corruption and impunity. The main minerals involved in the conflict in the Democratic Republic of Congo
(DRC) are often referred to as "conflict minerals" due to their role in financing armed groups and fuelling
violence. These include (Smith, 2021):

o Coltan (Columbite-Tantalite), used to produce tantalum, which is essential for capacitors in
smartphones, laptops, and other electronics.

o Cassiterite, the primary source of tin, used in soldering electronic circuits.
Gold, highly valuable and used in electronics, jewellery, and as a financial asset.

e Wolframite, used to produce tungsten, which is used in metalworking, electronics, and military
applications.

These minerals are abundant in eastern DRC, where control over mining sites has been a major source
of revenue for armed groups. The global demand for these resources has created strong incentives for
exploitation, often at the expense of human rights and regional stability. Weak institutions, lack of
transparency, and minimal accountability mechanisms allowed exploitation to flourish, while the population
suffered from displacement, poverty, and violence. The DRC’s experience serves as a stark reminder that
without addressing the economic incentives behind conflict, especially those linked to global supply chains,
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international interventions risk being superficial (Monga, 2025; Okesiji, 2024). Sustainable peace requires
confronting the uncomfortable reality of how global consumption patterns and corporate practices can fuel
instability in resource-rich but institutionally fragile states.

2. Libya (2011 NATO Intervention)

The 2011 NATO intervention in Libya, led by the United States, United Kingdom, and France, was
initially justified as a humanitarian mission to protect civilians from Muammar Gaddafi’s violent crackdown
during the uprising (Kvernmo, 2024; D’ Alessio, 2021). However, the operation quickly shifted toward regime
change, culminating in Gaddafi’s ousting and death. This shift revealed a lack of coherent post-conflict
planning, as Libya soon fragmented into rival factions and militias vying for control. The collapse of
centralized authority led to widespread violence, a humanitarian crisis, and the emergence of extremist groups,
including ISIS affiliates (Kvernmo, 2024). The intervention, while successful in its immediate military
objectives, failed to establish a stable political framework, leaving Libya in a state of prolonged chaos. This
outcome has had broader implications for how Western-led interventions are perceived, particularly across
Africa. Many African leaders viewed the Libyan case as a cautionary tale, where strategic interests such as
access to oil and geopolitical influence appeared to outweigh genuine humanitarian concerns (Ezugwu et al.,
2023). The lack of African consultation and leadership in the intervention further deepened mistrust,
reinforcing calls for African-led conflict resolution mechanisms through bodies like the African Union.
Libya’s descent into instability has become a symbol of the unintended consequences of foreign military
involvement, highlighting the need for inclusive, locally driven peacebuilding efforts that prioritize long-term
stability over short-term strategic gains. These cases highlight a recurring pattern in Western engagement with
African conflicts, one marked by reactive, inconsistent involvement often shaped more by strategic or
economic interests than by a commitment to long-term peace and justice. This approach has eroded trust in
international institutions and Western governments, as their actions frequently appear selective and self-
serving (Mattheis et al., 2023).

In response, many African leaders have embraced more centralized and authoritarian governance,
framing it as necessary for preserving sovereignty and stability in the face of external interference. This has
further weakened democratic norms and accountability, especially when justice is sidelined to maintain
strategic alliances or economic partnerships. Simultaneously, the perceived unreliability of Western actors has
accelerated a shift toward regionalism and alternative global partnerships. African states increasingly turn to
continental mechanisms like the African Union, which emphasize African-led solutions (Gwatiwa and
Gwatiwa, 2022), and to emerging powers such as those in the BRICS bloc, seeking more balanced and
respectful cooperation. However, without robust legal frameworks and consistent enforcement, impunity
remains widespread, undermining the rule of law and allowing corruption and violence to persist. This
complex landscape underscores the urgent need for more principled, inclusive, and transparent international
engagement that prioritizes African agency and long-term stability over short-term geopolitical gains. In
addition to the above discussion, Table 1 illustrates cases of impunity and conflicts in affected world regions.

Table 1. Conflicts in world regions.
Conflicts in the Countries involved in conflicts, impunity and human right abuse
world regions

Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC): The DRC has been plagued by conflicts and
impunity for decades, with numerous armed groups and militias operating in the country.
The lack of accountability and justice has contributed to ongoing human rights abuses and
violence. War and conflict in Eastern DRC have led to mass displacement, with millions
forced to flee their homes due to violence by armed groups like M23. The humanitarian
Africa crisis is severe, with over 21 million people in urgent need of aid and thousands killed or
injured in recent offensives. Additionally, instability has disrupted access to vital resources
and services, worsening poverty and fueling regional tensions. Impunity and conflicts in the
DRC include:

= Lack of accountability for mass atrocities. Despite numerous reports of mass atrocities,
including massacres, rapes, and forced displacement, there has been little to no
accountability for those responsible. The International Criminal Court (ICC) has issued
arrest warrants for several high-ranking officials, but they have not been executed.
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= Corruption and abuse of power. The DRC's political and military elite have used
their power to enrich themselves and perpetuate corruption, which has contributed
to a culture of impunity.

= [Inadequate investigation and prosecution. The DRC's justice system is often
ineffective, and investigations and prosecutions are often biased or incomplete.

= Protection of perpetrators. The military and political leaders often protect
perpetrators of human rights abuses, rather than holding them accountable.

The conflict in Eastern of DRC has been ongoing since 1996, involving various armed
groups, including the Democratic Forces for the Liberation of Rwanda (FDLR), the
National Congress for the Defense of the People (CNDP), and the M23 rebel group. The
conflict has caused significant human suffering, displacement, and economic destruction.
The conflicts in the East of the DRC involve the following:

= The Ituri conflict in northeastern Congo was a brutal conflict between the Lendu
and Hema ethnic groups from 1999 to 2007. The conflict was marked by
massacres, rape, and forced displacement. In January 2003, a massacre occurred in
Bunia, the capital of Ituri province, in which hundreds of people were killed.
Despite numerous reports of the massacre, there have been no credible
investigations or prosecutions.

= The Kivu conflict in eastern Congo has involved various armed groups. The M23
rebel group, supported by Rwanda and Uganda has caused significant human
suffering and displacement, but there have been no credible investigations or
prosecutions.

= The Sud-Kivu conflict in eastern Congo has involved clashes between the
Congolese army and various armed groups, including the FDLR and the Mai-Mai
militia. In 2012, a group of militiamen attacked a village in Bukavu, killing several
people and raping many women. Despite the severity of the crimes, there have
been no credible investigations or prosecutions.

= Violence in Kasai region (2016-2017). Violence erupted in Kasai region, resulting
in significant human suffering and displacement. Despite numerous reports of
human rights abuses, there have been no credible investigations or prosecutions.

These examples illustrate the ongoing challenges facing the DRC in addressing impunity
and conflicts. Efforts to promote accountability, justice, and peace are necessary to address
these issues and improve the lives of ordinary Congolese citizens.

South Sudan: The country has been embroiled in a civil war since 2013, with both
government and rebel forces committing atrocities. Impunity has allowed widespread
human rights abuses, including sexual violence, and has hindered efforts to address the
conflict.

Central African Republic (CAR): CAR has been plagued by sectarian violence and
impunity, with rival militias and armed groups committing atrocities against civilians. The
lack of accountability has perpetuated cycles of violence and instability.

The Burundi 1993-2005 conflict that led to an estimated 300,000 deaths, with many
perpetrators still at large.

Philippines: The Philippines has been struggling with a long-standing insurgency in the
southern region of Mindanao, which has led to human rights abuses and impunity. The
government's response to the conflict has been criticized for being heavy-handed and
lacking accountability.

Myanmar (Burma): The country has a long history of military rule and human rights
abuses, including the Rohingya genocide. Impunity has allowed for continued violence and
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Middle East

persecution against minority groups.

The Sri Lanka 2009 conflict between government forces and the Tamil Tigers that left tens
of thousands of people dead or displaced, with many allegations of war crimes.

India: India has faced various conflicts, including those in Kashmir and the northeast,
which have led to human rights abuses and impunity. The government's response to these
conflicts has been criticized for being heavy-handed and lacking accountability.

Ukraine: The conflict in eastern Ukraine between government forces and separatist groups
has resulted in human rights abuses and impunity. Both sides have been accused of
committing atrocities, and the lack of accountability has hindered efforts to address the
conflict. The ongoing 2022-2025 Russia-Ukraine conflicts, which has had a disastrous
impact on civilian life, killing thousands of civilians, injuring many thousands more, and
destroying civilian property and infrastructure remain a concern in terms of human right
abuses and impunity from both sides accusing each other of committing atrocities.

Eastern Europe: Countries like Bosnia and Herzegovina, Kosovo, and Serbia have faced
conflicts and impunity in the past, particularly during the Yugoslav Wars. While progress
has been made in addressing these issues, there is still work to be done to ensure
accountability and justice.

Mexico: Mexico has faced a wave of violence and impunity related to drug trafficking and
organized crime, with numerous human rights abuses committed by security forces and
criminal groups.

Colombia: Colombia has a history of conflict and impunity, including during the civil war
between government forces and FARC guerrillas. While efforts have been made to address
these issues, there is still work to be done to ensure accountability and justice.

Brazil: Brazil has faced corruption scandals and impunity, including during the presidency
of Jair Bolsonaro. The government's response to these issues has been criticized for being
inadequate.

United States: The United States has faced criticism for its treatment of migrants at the
border, with allegations of human rights abuses and impunity. There have also been
concerns about police brutality and racial profiling.

Canada: Canada has faced allegations of human rights abuses related to its treatment of
indigenous peoples, including residential schools and missing indigenous women. These
examples illustrate the widespread nature of impunity and conflicts around the world.
Addressing these issues requires a commitment to promoting accountability, justice, and
human rights protection.

Syria: The Syrian Civil War has resulted in widespread human rights abuses and impunity,
with both government forces and rebel groups committing atrocities. The lack of
accountability has hindered efforts to address the conflict.

Yemen: The conflict in Yemen between government forces and Houthi rebels has resulted
in human rights abuses and impunity, with both sides accused of committing atrocities.

Israel-Palestine: The Isracli-Palestinian conflicts marked by several major outbreaks of
violence, including the 1967 Six-Day War, the 1987-1993 First Intifada, the 2000-2005
Second Intifada, and the conflict has also been characterized by political assassinations,
suicide bombings, and military operations; and the ongoing 2023-2025-armed conflict
between Israel and Hamas-led Palestinian militant groups, which has been taking place
chiefly in the Gaza Strip since 7 October 2023. Clashes have also occurred in the Israeli-
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occupied West Bank and with Hezbollah along the Israel-Lebanon—Golan Heights border.
Despite numerous efforts at peace negotiations, a lasting solution to the conflict remains
elusive. The Israeli-Palestinian conflict continues to be a major source of tension and
instability in the region. The Israeli-Palestinian conflict has resulted in ongoing human
rights abuses and impunity, with both sides accusing each other of committing atrocities.

Source: Adapted from Ali (2025), Cuvelier (2023); Vogel (2022); Flores et al. (2021); Le Clercq et al. (2021)

Table 1 addresses impunity and conflicts in the world regions. It is unfortunate to indicate that
impunity and conflicts have been identified as a major source of political instability, and socio-economic
vulnerability and stagnation in many regions of the world. This phenomenon is characterized by the lack of
accountability, impunity, and corruption, which continue to perpetuate cycles of violence, undermine
democratic institutions, and hinder economic development.

3.2.4. Highlighting the growing disillusionment among African nations with Western-led institutions,
which often failed to address the root causes of conflict or hold perpetrators accountable

The growing disillusionment among African nations with Western-led institutions stems from a long-
standing pattern of perceived neglect and ineffectiveness in addressing the continent’s complex challenges.
Institutions such as the United Nations, the International Criminal Court (ICC), and the World Bank have
often been criticized for applying double standards, prioritizing geopolitical interests over justice, and failing
to engage meaningfully with African perspectives (Bulbul, 2025; Goldston, 2024). Many African leaders and
civil society groups argue that these institutions frequently intervene in conflicts without adequately
understanding local dynamics, leading to solutions that are either unsustainable or exacerbate existing tensions
(loryue, 2025). One of the most glaring issues is the failure of these institutions to address the root causes of
conflict, such as poverty, inequality, and historical grievances. Instead, interventions often focus on short-term
peacekeeping or punitive measures that do little to foster long-term stability. For example, while the ICC has
prosecuted several African leaders, it has been accused of disproportionately targeting African nations while
ignoring similar abuses in more powerful countries (Youvan, 2024). This selective justice undermines the
credibility of these institutions and fuels resentment among African populations who feel unfairly singled out.
Moreover, Western-led institutions have often failed to hold perpetrators accountable in a manner that aligns
with African legal traditions and reconciliation processes. The imposition of external justice mechanisms,
without local buy-in or cultural sensitivity, has led to a disconnect between international efforts and grassroots
realities (Newell et al., 2021). In some cases, this has even hindered peace processes, as communities
prioritize restorative justice and healing over retributive punishment. The lack of meaningful collaboration
with African regional bodies, such as the African Union, further compounds the problem, reinforcing the
perception of a top-down approach that marginalizes African agency (Bischoff, 2021). In response to these
frustrations, many African nations are increasingly turning to regional solutions and South-South cooperation.
There is a growing push to strengthen African-led institutions and frameworks that prioritize local knowledge,
inclusive governance, and sustainable development (Ang’ana, 2025). This shift reflects a broader desire for
self-determination and a rejection of paternalistic models of engagement. As Africa continues to assert its
voice on the global stage, the challenge for Western-led institutions will be to evolve, listen, and genuinely
partner with African nations in crafting solutions that reflect shared values and mutual respect. Some recent
developments that illustrate the growing disillusionment among African nations with Western-led institutions
are as follows:

» Sudan’s Democratic Breakdown and Western Apathy: After Sudan’s 2018 revolution, hopes were
high for a democratic transition. However, Western institutions failed to provide timely and effective
support to the civilian transitional government. The U.S. took over a year to remove Sudan from the
State Sponsor of Terrorism List, delaying crucial economic relief. When the military overthrew the
transitional government in 2021, Western responses were largely symbolic and lacked the decisive
action needed to support democratic forces. This failure, coupled with regional interference from Gulf
allies like the UAE, deepened Sudanese disillusionment with Western-led peacebuilding efforts
(Tawfik, 2025).

= Calls for a New Global Order: African leaders and thinkers are increasingly advocating for a
reimagined global governance system. A December 2024 article from Business Insider Africa
highlighted how institutions like the World Bank and IMF have historically favoured Western
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interests, often at the expense of African development. South Africa, as a BRICS member, has been
vocal about the need to reshape global institutions to better reflect the realities and needs of the Global
South. This sentiment is gaining traction across the continent, signalling a shift toward regional and
South-South cooperation (Bl Africa, 2024).

Failed Development Projects: The Bujagali Hydroelectric Power Station in Uganda, backed by the
World Bank, is a prime example of mismanagement. Despite its promise to alleviate energy shortages,
the project suffered massive cost overruns and failed to deliver affordable electricity. Local
communities were displaced without fair compensation, and the benefits largely went to private
investors. Such failures have fuelled scepticism about the intentions and effectiveness of Western-led
development initiatives (Bl Africa, 2024).

Declining Trust in Institutions: In Ghana, a 2024 Afrobarometer report revealed a historic decline in
public trust in key institutions, including the Electoral Commission. While this reflects domestic
governance issues, it also underscores a broader crisis of confidence in institutional frameworks many
of which are modelled on or supported by Western systems. The erosion of trust suggests that citizens
are increasingly questioning the legitimacy and relevance of these institutions in addressing their
needs (Asima, 2024).

To address the root causes of injustice, impunity, and conflict in the continent, African-led institutions

are increasingly stepping up to fill the gaps left by Western-led organizations, advocating for more equitable
and locally grounded approaches to governance, development, and conflict resolution. Some of key responses
and alternatives being proposed are presented in figure 2 below.

Figure 2. key responses and alternatives being proposed to address the root causes of

conflict in Africa
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Figure 2 illustrates key responses and alternatives being proposed to address the root causes of conflict in
Africa. Firstly, the alternative being proposed consist of strengthening Regional Institutions. The African
Union (AU) has been at the forefront of promoting African solutions to African problems (Gwatiwa and
Gwatiwa, 2022). It has expanded its peace and security architecture, including the African Standby Force and
the Peace and Security Council, to respond more swiftly to conflicts. The AU has also taken a more assertive
stance in mediating crises, such as in Ethiopia and the Sahel, often working independently of or in parallel
with Western actors (Bl Africa, 2024). Secondly, pushing for a New Global Order. African leaders,
particularly through platforms like the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA) and BRICS, are
advocating for a restructured global governance system. South Africa, for instance, has used its position in
BRICS and its upcoming G20 presidency to call for reforms in institutions like the IMF and World Bank,
arguing that these bodies no longer reflect the realities of the 21st century (Bl Africa, 2024).There is a
growing consensus that Africa must lead in designing institutions that prioritize development, equity, and
sovereignty. Thirdly, reimagining economic governance. African scholars and policymakers are proposing
new frameworks for global economic governance that are more inclusive and responsive to the needs of the
Global South. A 2024 Carnegie Endowment conference emphasized the need for Africa to shape the narrative
around economic justice, debt sustainability, and climate finance. These discussions are laying the
groundwork for alternative institutions or reforms that better serve African interests (Patrick et al., 2024). And
lastly, South-South Cooperation and Localized Development Models. In response to the failures of Western-
led development projects, African countries are increasingly turning to partnerships with other Global South
nations, such as China, India, and Brazil. These partnerships often come with fewer political conditions and
more infrastructure-focused investments. Specific South-South cooperation projects include partnerships with
the Islamic Development Bank, Saudi Development Fund, and GIZ to enhance institutional capacities,
promote blended finance, and support public-private partnerships across Africa. These efforts aim to reduce
reliance on Western-led institutions and build a more inclusive and resilient development framework tailored
to African priorities (APRM, 2025). Additionally, there is a renewed emphasis on community-driven
development models that prioritize local knowledge, sustainability, and inclusive growth (Bl Africa, 2024).
Considering the aforementioned, the African Union (AU) has taken a proactive role in promoting African-led
governance and development, particularly through initiatives like the African Peer Review Mechanism
(APRM), which fosters accountability and good governance across member states. A key example of its
leadership is the Third Africa High-Level Forum on South-South and Triangular Cooperation, held in May
2025 in Sierra Leone (APRM, 2025). This forum brought together policymakers, experts, and youth to discuss
how African nations can collaborate with other Global South partners to reshape global governance and
accelerate sustainable development.

3.2.5. Exploring how impunity and unsolved conflicts are catalysing a geopolitical shift toward the
BRICS+ alliance.

African countries are increasingly drawn to BRICS+ due to its emphasis on multipolarity, non-
interference, and economic cooperation without conditionalities. This shift is not merely economic but also
ideological, reflecting a desire for new partnerships that respect sovereignty and offer alternative development
models (Pruitt, 2022; Khorbaladze, 2021). The persistence of impunity and unresolved conflicts, particularly
in regions like Africa, the Middle East, and parts of Asia, has significantly eroded trust in Western-led
institutions, catalyzing a shift toward alternative alliances such as BRICS+. Many countries perceive that
global bodies like the United Nations and the International Criminal Court have failed to hold powerful actors
accountable or resolve long-standing crises (Horowitz, 2023). This perception is especially strong in nations
that have experienced foreign intervention, selective justice, or neglect in times of humanitarian need. As a
result, these countries are increasingly seeking platforms that offer more balanced representation and respect
for sovereignty. BRICS+, which expands the original BRICS bloc (Brazil, Russia, India, China, South
Africa), is emerging as a compelling alternative. It promotes a multipolar world order, economic cooperation,
and non-interference in domestic affairs principles that resonate with countries disillusioned by Western
dominance (Wso and Mahmood, 2025). The alliance has attracted interest from nations like Egypt, Ethiopia,
Iran, and Argentina, which see BRICS+ as a means to amplify their global voice and access development
financing without political strings. This growing coalition is not just economic; it reflects a broader
ideological shift toward self-determination and regional solidarity. One of the key drivers of this shift is the
failure of Western-led institutions to resolve conflicts in places like Sudan, Palestine, and the Sahel (Abbas
and Ali, 2025). In many cases, peacekeeping missions have been underfunded, politically constrained, or
misaligned with local realities. Meanwhile, perpetrators of violence, especially those backed by powerful
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states, often escape accountability (Dannenbaum, 2023). Therefore, BRICS+ offers an alternative narrative,
where member states collaborate on security, infrastructure, and trade without the conditionalities that often
accompany Western aid and diplomacy. This approach is seen as more pragmatic and respectful of national
contexts. Ultimately, the geopolitical shift toward BRICS+ is a response to a global system perceived as
unjust and ineffective. As impunity and unresolved conflicts continue to destabilize regions, more countries
are aligning with platforms that promise equity, mutual benefit, and reform of global governance. BRICS+ is
not without its challenges, but its rise signals a reconfiguration of international relations, one where power is
more distributed and where formerly marginalized voices are gaining influence. This transformation could
redefine how global cooperation is structured in the decades to come.

3.3. Discussion and Key Findings from the structured review

Despite the persistent challenges of impunity and conflict across Africa, these issues have also spurred
a reevaluation of global governance structures and inspired new forms of international cooperation. For
instance, the African Continental Free Trade Area (AfCFTA), launched in 2021, aims to create a single
market for goods and services across 54 African countries (Ajewumi et al., 2024). This initiative not only
promotes intra-African trade and economic integration but also signals a collective effort to overcome the
legacy of fragmented governance and external dependency. Similarly, South Africa’s active role in BRICS
has allowed it to advocate for African interests on a broader geopolitical stage, challenging the dominance of
Western institutions like the IMF and World Bank, which have often been criticized for imposing
conditionalities that exacerbate inequality and undermine sovereignty (Moyo, 2024). BRICS+, an expanded
version of the original BRICS bloc has further accelerated this shift by inviting countries from the Global
South to participate in shaping a multipolar world order. In 2023, countries such as Egypt, Ethiopia, and Iran
were invited to join BRICS+, reflecting a deliberate move to include diverse voices from regions historically
marginalized in global decision-making (Tuychiyeva, 2025). These nations bring with them unique
perspectives on development, security, and governance, shaped by their own experiences with conflict and
impunity.

The bloc’s push for a new development bank and alternative financial systems, such as the proposed
BRICS currency, aims to reduce reliance on the US dollar and Western financial institutions, thereby
empowering member states to pursue more autonomous economic policies (Krause, 2024). The implications
for global governance are profound. As BRICS+ and Global South cooperation gain momentum, they
challenge the legitimacy and effectiveness of traditional Western-led institutions. This realignment promotes a
more inclusive and representative global order, where power is distributed more equitably and development
agendas are shaped by the needs of the majority rather than a privileged few. While impunity and conflict
remain serious concerns, they have inadvertently catalyzed a movement toward reforming global governance,
one that prioritizes sovereignty, mutual respect, and shared prosperity. If sustained, these initiatives could
redefine international norms and institutions, making them more responsive to the realities of a diverse and
interconnected world. However, the key findings from structured review reveal that impunity has been linked
to various forms of conflict, including political instability, terrorism, and human rights abuses (Kaplan, 2013;
Sikkink & Teitel, 2006). The lack of accountability and justice can perpetuate cycles of violence, as
individuals and groups feel emboldened to engage in illegal activities without fear of reprisal (Kumar et al.,
2017). Moreover, corruption is often linked to impunity, as those in power exploit their positions to enrich
themselves and perpetuate their own interests (Transparency International, 2020). However, for some
countries in the Global South, the BRICS+ pathway has emerged as a response to the perceived limitations of
Western-led globalization. Proponents argue that the BRICS+ grouping offers a more equitable and inclusive
model of international relations, based on cooperation and mutual benefit rather than dominance and
exploitation (Kotschwar et al., 2019). The BRICS+ economies have also demonstrated significant growth
potential, with the potential to drive global economic development and stability (IMF, 2020). Several studies
have highlighted the importance of shifting power dynamics in global governance to address the challenges
posed by impunity. For example, researchers have argued that the BRICS+ grouping can help promote more
inclusive and representative decision-making processes in international organizations (Bhattacharyya et al.,
2019). Others have emphasized the need for greater economic cooperation and integration between
developing countries to promote sustainable development and reduce poverty (UNCTAD, 2020). Many
studies examined for the purpose of this paper have generated the following conclusions:
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= Impunity is a pervasive problem that has far-reaching consequences for global politics and economies,
including regional instability, increased migration, and even global security threats.

= Impunity breeds conflict and a lack of accountability. It is a significant contributor to major conflicts
worldwide. This is because individuals and groups with impunity often feel empowered to engage in
aggressive and violent behaviors, leading to the escalation of tensions and violence.

This paper demonstrates that as impunity, conflicts and instabilities increase around the world, this
situation can continue to reinforce a shift in political and economic power from traditional Western powers to
emerging nations like China and Russia, or BRICS+ coalition. This shift is driven by the growing economic
influence and political power of these nations, which are often characterized by “Zero” tolerance for impunity.
The BRICS+ pathway offers a promising alternative to traditional Western-led globalization, with its
emphasis on cooperation, mutual benefit, and inclusive decision-making. By examining the impact of
impunity on global governance and the potential for shifting power dynamics towards the BRICS+ pathway,
this paper aimed to contribute to a deeper understanding of the complex relationships between impunity,
conflict, and development. This study highlights the potential for BRICS+ countries to strengthen strong
socio-economic partnerships, potentially replacing traditional Western-dominated alliances. This shift could
lead to more diverse and inclusive economic systems, as well as alternative models of governance and
development. Given that impunity can have far-reaching consequences, including regional instability,
increased migration, and even global security threats, this study suggests that addressing impunity requires a
multifaceted approach, including strengthening institutions, promoting accountability, and fostering
international cooperation. Policymakers should also consider the benefits of partnering with BRICS+
countries to promote more equitable and sustainable economic development.

This shift towards BRICS+ could lead to a more multipolar world order, with significant implications
for global governance, diplomacy, and international relations. Therefore, BRICS+ member states should
develop an “Hybrid Courts” consisting of judicial bodies that combine international and domestic legal
elements to prosecute serious crimes such as war crimes, genocide, and crimes against humanity. The
potential Hybrid Court could play a key role in addressing and tackling impunity and conflicts among member
states. In other words, both local and international judges from member states must work to promote laws and
procedures aiming to ensure legitimacy, fairness, and cultural relevance in conflict-justice processes.

3.4. Potential strategies to address impunity and unsolved conflicts in Africa

Despite the detrimental effects of impunity and conflict, particularly in Africa and other regions plagued by
instability, these challenges are paradoxically contributing to a reshaping of global power dynamics. Impunity
often erodes trust in institutions and perpetuates cycles of violence, while conflict disrupts development and
displaces populations (Thelma et al., 2024). However, these very conditions have catalyzed a growing
disillusionment with traditional Western-led global governance structures, prompting many nations to seek
alternative alliances. The emergence of BRICS+ (an expanded version of the BRICS bloc comprising Brazil,
Russia, India, China, and South Africa) and the strengthening of Global South cooperation reflect a strategic
pivot by countries seeking more equitable representation and influence in global affairs. This shift is not
merely symbolic; it represents a reconfiguration of economic, political, and diplomatic alignments. BRICS+
and Global South platforms offer member states opportunities to collaborate on development, trade, and
security outside the frameworks dominated by Western powers (Arapova & Lissovolik, 2021). For many
African nations, this realignment provides an opportunity to assert agency, diversify partnerships, and
challenge the status quo of global governance. While impunity and conflict remain serious obstacles, they
have also underscored the urgency for new models of cooperation, ones that prioritize sovereignty, mutual
respect, and shared development goals.

As these alliances gain traction, they could redefine the global order, making it more multipolar and
inclusive. Therefore, to addressing conflicts, impunity, and instabilities affecting African regions, potential
strategies envision strengthening governance by establishing effective governance structures that can help
prevent power imbalances and promote accountability; promoting social cohesion through initiatives that
encourage social cohesion, such as education and community development programmes, which can help
reduce tensions. In addition, efforts and resources are required to promote economic development by fostering
economic growth, helping reduce economic inequality and create opportunities for marginalized groups.
Whether in Africa or around the world, addressing issues of conflicts, impunity, and instabilities require
promoting and supporting international intervention through the involvement of international organizations
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such as the United Nations that can play a crucial role in preventing conflicts and promoting accountability
and justice through the provision of balanced justice and accountability for victims of human rights violations
(Familoye and Toyin, 2024). Furthermore, addressing impunity and unresolved conflicts in Africa and
globally may require a multifaceted approach that strengthens legal frameworks and institutions. One key
strategy is the reinforcement of national and international judicial systems to ensure accountability for war
crimes, corruption, and human rights violations.

This includes reforming and supporting national legal structures, as well as the International Criminal
Court (ICC) and regional courts, while also building the capacity of domestic legal institutions to investigate
and prosecute crimes effectively and independently. Another critical strategy involves promoting inclusive
governance, diplomatic, and political dialogue. Many conflicts stem from political exclusion, ethnic
marginalization, and competition over resources (Mushtaq and Mirza, 2022). Encouraging power-sharing
arrangements, decentralization, and community-led peacebuilding initiatives can help address root causes of
conflict. Additionally, involving women, youth, and civil society in peace processes can ensure broader
representation and more sustainable outcomes. Transitional justice mechanisms, such as truth commissions,
reparations, and institutional reforms, are also essential in post-conflict societies. These tools could help
societies confront past atrocities, foster reconciliation, and rebuild trust between citizens and the state. For
example, South Africa’s Truth and Reconciliation Commission provided a model for how nations can address
historical injustices while promoting healing and unity (Momodu and Yilmaz, 2025). Furthermore,
international cooperation and sustained investment in peacebuilding are crucial. The global community must
prioritize conflict prevention through early warning systems, diplomatic engagement, and long-term
development aid. Addressing economic inequality, climate change, and access to education and healthcare can
reduce the conditions that fuel violence. A coordinated global response that respects local contexts is key to
breaking cycles of impunity and conflict. This can help promote healing and reconciliation. Thus, it is
essential to note that strategies to impunity and conflicts may be various given that impunity and conflicts are
complex issues with far-reaching consequences. Therefore, understanding the causes and consequences of
these issues is essential for developing effective strategies to address them. The promotion of good
governance, social cohesion, economic development, international intervention, and justice and accountability
can work towards a more peaceful and just ecosphere.

3.5. Implications for future research and policy development

Future research on addressing impunity and unresolved conflicts should focus on understanding the
complex interplay between justice, reconciliation, and sustainable peace. Scholars need to explore how
different transitional justice mechanisms, such as hybrid courts, community-based justice, and reparations
impact long-term stability and healing. Comparative studies across regions can help identify the best practices
and context-specific approaches. Additionally, research should examine the role of emerging technologies,
such as digital evidence and Al, in documenting atrocities and supporting accountability efforts. From a policy
perspective, governments and international organizations must prioritize early intervention and conflict
prevention strategies. Policies should be informed by data-driven insights and grounded in local realities,
ensuring that interventions are both effective and culturally appropriate. In addition, strengthening
partnerships between states, civil society, and multilateral institutions is essential for building resilient
governance systems. Moreover, policies must address structural inequalities and promote inclusive
development to tackle the root causes of conflict and impunity. This integrated approach can guide future
efforts toward a more just and peaceful global order. Furthermore, studies can investigate the specific
mechanisms by which impunity contributes to conflict and instability. Researchers will have to explore the
role of social media and other forms of communication in perpetuating or combating impunity.

Policymakers may consider developing more targeted measures to address impunity in specific
regions or sectors, such as education or healthcare. The findings of this study inform the need for relevant
strategies development for promoting accountability and transparency in local and international institutions,
such as the SADC, AU, United Nations or the International Monetary Fund.
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4. CONCLUSION

This paper highlights the complexities, causes, and consequences of impunity and conflicts in most world
regions, particularly in Africa. Several factors contribute to the prevalence of impunity and conflicts in the
world. Believers and readers of the Word of God (The Bible) should better understand why cases of conflicts
and instabilities remain unresolved. Talking about conflicts and instabilities in the world, The Book of Marc
13 Vs 7-8, provides a robust foundation and make it clear that: “And when ye shall hear of wars and rumours
of wars, be ye not troubled: for such things must needs be; but the end shall not be yet. For nation shall rise
against nation, and kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be earthquakes in divers places, and there shall
be famines and troubles: these are the beginnings of sorrows (KJV, 2015)”. One should understand that
conflicts and various other socio-economic crises are part of the Divine Plan for the fulfilment of God’s Word:
to return the heart of men to Him. It is critical to comprehend that the current global landscape, characterized
by divergent economic interests and manipulative geopolitical strategies, reflects a calculated and self-serving
approach to international relations. This tendency toward polarization, often marked by a disregard for
empathy and moral considerations, undermines the potential for enduring diplomatic partnerships, global
stability, and sustainable peace. Such dynamics suggest that the prevailing international order may be ill-
equipped to foster cooperative and harmonious relations among states. From a critical perspective, certain
Western powers appear to benefit economically from the perpetuation of conflict, impunity, and instability in
various regions. These conditions can serve strategic interests by enabling resource extraction, arms trade, and
geopolitical influence.

Consequently, a peaceful and stable global environment may not align with the economic imperatives
of these states, as it could diminish the profitability of industries and policies tied to conflict-driven
economies. This raises important questions about the ethical foundations and long-term viability of current
global governance structures. However, the structured review provides another robust foundation to
understand the factors that contribute to the prevalence of impunity and conflicts in Africa and in the world.
These include the power imbalance exerted by those who hold power or have access to resources, which can
exploit and manipulate others to achieve their Machiavellic goals. Oher factors include cultural and religious
differences that are used to justify violence and discrimination against individuals or groups perceived as
different; economic inequality or disparities that create tensions and fuel conflicts over resources and
opportunities; political instability or weak governance that create an environment conducive to conflict and
impunity; unaddressed historical injustices and grievances that continue to simmer, leading to renewed
conflicts; etc. Unfortunately, these factors fueling impunity and conflicts have several socio-economic, far-
reaching and devastating consequences. Impunity and conflicts have led to widespread human rights
violations, including torture, forced mass displacement, migration, and sexual violence. Most often, conflicts
in whatever region of the world have led to destruction of infrastructure, disruption and devastation of
economic activities, and widespread corruption, poverty, and inequality. In addition, impunity and conflicts in
the world erode social cohesion, creating divisions and mistrust among communities. Consequently, women,
children, old and disable people are often disproportionately affected by impunity and conflicts, experiencing
trauma, loss, and displacement. Several examples discussed in this paper illustrate the complexity of impunity
and conflicts in the world. The case of the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) and many other countries in
Africa and around the world (See Table 1) demonstrate an example of a long history of political instability,
conflict, and impunity, which has led to widespread human rights violations and suffering for its citizens.
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